
Simple Opinion Essay Rubric
Student Name: 

Assignment: 

Make sure you edit your work to have correct 
conventions. 

LEVEL CONVENTIONS

Punctuation & Capitalization 

Spelling 

Handwriting 

Grammar & Word Choice 

Make sure your writing includes the following support, 
with SPECIFIC details that ALL relate to the topic. 

LEVEL SUPPORT

Opinion Statement

Elaboration of opinion 

Expanded (Detailed) information

Wrap up review of topic

Make sure your writing includes ORGANIZED 
paragraphs that ALL relates to ONE focused topic.  

LEVEL STRUCTURE

Includes: introduction, 
conclusion and supportive 
paragraph 

Focus on Topic

Complete in time given

Transitions 

Paragraphs are indented

Levels: 3- Proficient 2- Almost 1- Below 

Notes: 
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Opinion Essay Learning Scale: Unit 1
Student Name: 

LEVEL 1: I need help to write an opinion essay. 

LEVEL 

1
I will be able to...

Ask for help and explain what I need to understand better

LEVEL 2: I can write my thoughts onto paper. 

LEVEL 

2

I will be able to...

Get my thoughts onto paper

Expand my thought 

Write a writing goal

identify what an essay should include using a rubric 

LEVEL 3: I learned the following skills in order to practice writing a simple, three paragraph 
opinion essay that includes an introduction, supportive paragraph and conclusion paragraph. 

LEVEL 

3

I will be able to...

Identify parts of an opinion essay 

Make a list of topic ideas 

Use expanding techniques to write opinion statements 

Identify the topic & key words

Write a topic sentence 

Use note-taking skills to find research about my topic

Plan for my essay

Prove my point with opinion statements

Use a variety of introduction & conclusion strategies

Use a variety of strategies to write a supportive paragraph 

LEVEL 4: I am able to independently write a simple, three paragraph opinion essay that 
includes an introduction, supportive paragraph and conclusion paragraph. 

LEVEL 

4

I will be able to...

Write an introduction, supportive and conclusion 
paragraph to create an opinion essay independently. 

Edit and revise my opinion rough draft 

Write a rough draft for a multi-paragraph opinion essay 




